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STUDENT FEE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

2010-11 Academic Year

Meeting #1

Friday, October 8, 2010

8:30 a.m., USU-205

Members Present: Robinson (chair), Ahumada, Gracia, Gutierrez, Hata, Hernandez, Nguyen, Nyeholt, O’Connor, Rice, Soni, Taylor, Thomas

Note:  Rice, Hernandez, and Gutierrez arrived after the start of the meeting, as indicated.

Staff Attendees: Eckhous, Gleason, Sanchez

Guests:  Chris Miles and Patrick Mullen, College of the Arts
Note:  In order to maintain a student voting majority, Robinson did not vote at this meeting.
1. Welcome and Introductions. Vice President Robinson, chair of the committee, called the meeting to order at 8:40 a.m. He welcomed the committee members and asked them to introduce themselves. 

2. Approval of Agenda and Minutes.  The committee reviewed the minutes of the May 14, 2010 meeting.  Robinson noted that he incorrectly advised that parking fee requests do not need this committee’s approval; the only parking fees that don’t have to come to this committee are fines are forfeitures.  The minutes were approved unanimously (10-0-0).

The agenda for today’s meeting was approved unanimously (10-0-0).
3. CSU Fee Policies. Robinson said that at the first meeting of each academic year, this committee reviews Executive Order 1034, as well as the summary of student fees, the membership roster and various annual student fee reports.
Robinson said that E.O. 1034 gives committee members all the information needed to conduct its business, and encouraged committee members to review it and contact him if they have any questions.  

Robinson said that Attachment 3, Summary of the CSU Student Fee Policy, gives more detail about E.O. 1034 and is useful for quick reference.

Attachment 4 is a roster of SFAC committee members.

Robinson noted that the SFAC website is updated when new information is available.
4. Review and Ratification of Annual Student Fee Reports.  Robinson said that the Chancellor’s Office requires the campus to submit a student fee report annually, so at the first meeting of the academic year the committee reviews and ratifies this report.
Hernandez arrived at the meeting at 8:55 a.m.

Eckhous reviewed Attachment 5, the Annual Fee Report.  The report showed fee balances as of June 30, 2010, reflecting the academic year.  The last column of the report (which is solely for the use of this committee) shows the ending balance as a percentage of revenue; those fees being 25 percent or more are reviewed.
O’Connor asked if there are rollover provisions.  Robinson said there are, as established by this committee.  The committee may make recommendations to the president.

Eckhous said it is unrealistic to think that 100 percent of a fee would be spent in a current academic year; a balance may be needed for such expenses as capital replacement and building maintenance.

Mullen and Miles answered questions about the balances in Tier I, II and III art department accounts.  Mullen said he does not purchase software for each fall’s art courses until September, so that the department will receive the most current version; as a result, there is always a carryover of the balance at the end of the fiscal year.
Eckhous said that ideally, if a fee is collected for a spring class, the funds are spent on spring students.  But with software, the funds will apply to two to three years, on a cyclical basis.  

Robinson asked if there is a way to improve the accounting of these fees.  Hata said the accounting will be upgraded.  Mullen said it would be good if the department could have a listing of each student in a class with a fee, and how much each student has paid in art fees.  Eckhous said that information is available and added that there is a need to communicate better with the department.

Rice and Gutierrez arrived at the meeting at 9:20 a.m.

Soni asked if this committee can review the history of these fees.  Eckhous said she will provide the history at the next committee meeting.

Soni asked what the difference is between the tiers.  Mullen said that Tier I fees are the lowest fees, for classes with no expensive software; Tier II covers medium-priced software, such as for topography and illustration classes; Tier III fees are for classes with very expensive software, such as video art.  Hata said the fees are grouped by the level of the fee, so every course number is tied to a fee level.  Miles said the idea is to try to make the course fees as fair as possible to students; students collectively invest in software, but students with the least expensive software do not subsidize the students in classes with more expensive software.

Robinson said that at the next meeting, we will look at the trend data and at the end of the year will review it again; also, Eckhous will work with Mullen to more closely estimate what the ending balance will be.

O’Connor asked if fees are covered by Pell Grants and other forms of financial aid.  Eckhous said that some aid is restricted to registration fees.

Soni moved, Hernandez seconded to approve the Annual Student Fee Report to Chancellor Reed.  The motion was passed unanimously (13-0-0).

Attachment 6 was reviewed, which lists the resident undergraduate fees of the CSU campuses.  Only CSU Monterey Bay and CSU Pomona have lower overall fees.  In addition, the systemwide fee average is higher than CSULB fees.

Attachment 7 shows the 10 year history of campus fees.  Nguyen asked if the possible Ph.D. in nursing would be reflected in the future on this chart. Robinson said it would be.

Soni asked about the amount of fees for the education doctorate; the fee is listed as $8,676 on the 10-year history form, but $4,773 on Attachment 6.  Eckhous noted that not only are the figures from different years, the figure on Attachment 6 is for one semester, while the figure on Attachment 7 is for an academic year.  Robinson said the figure on Attachment 6 will be revised to reflect the academic year, to be consistent with the rest of the chart.
Attachment 8 is a comparison of fees of universities across the nation, compiled by the California Post Secondary Education Commission.  The CSU is second to lowest in overall fees.
5. Student Fee Activity.  Attachment 9 is the CSULB Student Fees Activity Report for academic year 2010-11 YTD activity.  Eckhous said we are required to log fee activity that is advisory to this committee. 

6. Future Meeting Dates.  Gleason said there has been a change in the proposed schedule due to a conflict.  The November 12 meeting has been cancelled; the meeting will take place on November 5, 2010.
7. Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Sanchez, Student Services

(These minutes have not been approved.)

