Program Assessment and Review Council (PARC)
Minutes for Wednesday, April 15, 2009
Members Present:

Richard Birkemeier, Ray DeLeon, Lesley Farmer, Jen Grey, Kristi Hagans, Amy Heyse, Kelly  Janousek, Carol Lord, Lisa Maxfield, William Moore, Jose Moreno, Markus Muller, Van Novack, Michelle Saint-Germain, Jose Sanchez-H., Justin Schafer, Tariq Shehab, Khonsura Wilson
Guests:

Robin Richesson, Brett Mizelle (Am. Studies), Laura Kingsford and Patrick Kenealy (CNSM), James M. Saucedo and Cynthia Schultheis (Multicultural Center), Mike Hostetler (Student Serv.)
The meeting was called to order at 2:05 p.m. 

The minutes of the March 18, 2008, meeting were approved with one abstention.
Announcements:


The document “Elements of the self-study for program review” was posted on the PARC BeachBaord site (under Websites: Program Review at CSULB #8), and should be reviewed before the next meeting of April 29. Lisa Maxfield distributed a document titled “Integrating assessment of student learning in general education courses into program review” for the April 29 meeting discussion. 


A workshop on recruiting faculty of color will be held on April 24, which can inform the PARC discussion about including gender and ethnicity data in the program reviews. That issue is also posted in the discussion board section of the PARC BeachBoard site for member comment. 


Other topics that PARC hopes to discuss this spring include department graduation rate and direct evidence of student achievement.


A revised list of the PARC program review teams was distributed to the Council members.

TIME CERTAIN 2:10 -- UPRC report on American Studies

Michelle and Robin presented the PARC review report on the American Studies program. Brett Mizelle represented the program. This program was reactivated in 2002, and has been growing. At the time of the report, three courses were offered by American Studies, one of which was required; the rest of the degree courses drew from other programs due to its interdisciplinary nature. Since the report, the program has developed four courses, and is requiring more core courses. The number of majors has increased, and a half-time hire has been selected. Existing faculty are excellent. The number of majors and minors is disputable because of data collection methods and the nature of interdisciplinary courses and scheduling processes. Advising is doable, but may need help if the program grows significantly. The major has been perceived as a “last resort” for some students at risk, but with the curricular changes, that perception may change. The second recommendation wording was changed to “the program should work with the College and Administration to offer these courses each semester.” It was suggested that a letter about revisions be attached to the report, but it was thought that the current report would be a good basis for a MOU. Brett was thanked, and asked to leave so the council could deliberate.
The Council M/S/P to accept the American Studies Self-Study.
The Council M/S/P to accept the Internal Program Review Report for American Studies, with a minor change in the recommendation wording.
TIME CERTAIN 2:35 -- UPRC report on Physics and Astronomy

Ray presented the PARC review report on the Physics and Astronomy program. Patrick Kenealy and Laura Kingsford represented the program. The program has changed its research areas, and faculty engage students in research. Although three faculty members left the programs, two new faculty members have been hired. Long time part-time faculty want more input in program decisions. Space is being reallocated, and the new science building will provide additional space. Several questions focuses on low enrollment. Transfer students comprise a large proportion of the majors, but the impact of the new transfer policy on major numbers is unknown. The program’s majors account for less than 2% of the college’s majors. Courses often include non-physics majors, and 400/500 courses also help fill the enrollment numbers. The enrollment situation is similar to counterpart programs at other campuses. Patrick and Laura were thanked, and asked to leave so the council could deliberate. The council noted the lack of SLOs and assessment, which was due to lack of faculty consensus. 

Van stated that PARC needs to work on data collection processes about minors and second majors; the actual enrollment numbers (and majors) for courses is available, so could be used. This topic should be included in the April 29 discussion.

The Council M/S/P to accept the Physics and Astronomy Self-Study.
The Council M/S/P to accept the Internal Program Review Report for Physics and Astronomy.

TIME CERTAIN 3:00 -- UPRC report on the Multicultural Center

Mike presented the PARC review report on the Multicultural Center. James Manseau Saucedo and Cynthia Schultheis represented the program. The center has little budget to accomplish its mission, and its processes needs to be tightened. Administration/supervision needs to be stabilized. The campus is very big and diverse, so multiculturalism needs to be addressed well. Having the center under the auspices of Academic Affairs helps tie it to academic life and support. The Multicultural Center needs to focus more on assessment, which could need more funding. James talked about the need for strategic collaboration and planning, which needs more leadership. It was noted that no recommendations were given to the Multicultural Center, and no recommendation explicitly addressed the issue of reconfiguration. James’ written responses were not merged clearly with the rest of the report. James and Cynthia were thanked, and asked to leave so the council could deliberate. It has taken PARC two years to write the report, and further delays for the MOU would not be good. However, the report seemed to need some polishing.


The Council M/S/P (with 3 nays) to refer the review report to the author group to refine; several people offered to help. The revised report is due before the next meeting.
The meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m.
Next meeting:  April 29 at 2pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Lesley Farmer
