GWAR Committee

AY 2008-2009 #7


Minutes of the GWAR Committee Meeting February 6, 2009

Number 7

1:30 PM USU-311

In attendance: Rebekha Abbuhl, Lori Brown, Chris Chavez, Colleen Dunagan, Roswitha Grannell, Karin Griffin, David Huckaby, Nathen Jensen, Sue Leonard-Giesen, Susan Platt, Linda Sarbo, Sharlene Sayegh, Rick Tuveson, Mark Wiley
1. Agenda approved (MSP).
2. Approval of minutes of December 5, 2008 (MSP with spelling correction to Roswitha’s name)

3. GWAR Coordinator’s report. 

a. No waiver requests at this time. 

b. This semester, the following GWAR courses are running: 3 fashion and merchandising courses, 1 COTA course, 4 engineering courses (all mixed, so no information on the number of portfolio students), 1 IS301L (10 students enrolled), 6 sections of ENGL 310b (4 state support courses plus 2 self-support sections for non-enrolled students). 

c. Thanks were given to Linda from Mark Williams for her work on ENGL 301B. 

d. A question was raised concerning the tutoring for the GWAR courses. It was noted that the Writer’s Resource Lab tutors should be doing the tutoring, but Learning Assistance Center tutors have been advertising their services to GWAR course instructors (the LAC tutors have emailed the instructors asking if they wanted an LAC person to come to their class to discuss tutoring). It was noted that this needs to be looked into.

4. GWAR Policy/Academic Senate/CEPC Response to Alternate Proposal.
a. The CEPC response to the alternate proposal is now posted. 
b. It was noted that the proposed GWAR policy changes may encounter resistance at the senate, so the more GWAR representation at the senate meetings the better. Meetings are on Thursdays every two weeks from 2 to 4 PM; February 12th will be the first meeting this semester. The remaining dates are shown on the senate website.

c. A question was raised as to whether this matter is considered to be previously acted upon by the Academic Senate. The answer was no, it has not been voted on. The GWAR policy was not addressed in the fall, but it is at the top of the agenda now.

d. Sharlene noted that an apology was sent to Ferris on January 1, but no response has been received.

e. Sharlene will extend an invitation to Elieen Klink to attend to GWAR meetings. 

5. Student fee advisory committee. 

a. Praveen Soni has put forth a request to rename the Writing Proficiency Examination fee the Graduate Writing Assessment Program fee. In essence, the WPE and the GWAR portfolio fees would be blended.

b. Several concerns were raised: (1) it is unknown as to why Soni proposed this without consulting the GWAR committee; (2) it is unknown why this was proposed in the midst of the changes that are being proposed to the GWAR policy; and (3) there is a concern that the Student Fee Advisory Committee does not understand the differences between the WPE and the GWAR portfolio and is discussing this fee proposal in an uninformed manner. 
c. It was also noted that if 25 dollar fee imposed on the portfolio students, that will not cover the costs of the portfolio readers. Previously, a fee was imposed, but it didn’t cover the costs incurred, so the fee was eliminated. 

d. Sharlene will be at the 3/6 meeting of the Student Fee Advisory Committee with Susan and Linda to express the GWAR committee’s concerns.
e. This issue will be addressed again at the next GWAR meeting. 

6. Announcements/other business

a. It was noted that most large-scale standardized writing tests (e.g., the writing portion of the GRE) are scored by one human rater, and then a randomly selected subset are scored by an e-reader. It was questioned as to why three readers are believed to be necessary at this university.
b. It was noted that there is a writing assessment task force being created. It was also noted that writing assessment is not the only issue at stake, and that issues concerning writing oversight and writing courses also need to be addressed. 

c. 3100 students will be taking the WPE on Saturday

Respectfully submitted, 

Rebekha Abbuhl

(These minutes were approved on 2/20/09.)
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