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California State University, Long Beach

General Education Governing Committee

Minutes
October 24, 2011 
2:00 – 4:00 p.m. -- Academic Senate Conference Room, AS-112

Attending:  Yan, Jun (CBA); Freesemann, Keith (CHHS); Li, Guotong (CLA); Laris, Paul (CLA); Underwood, Dessie (CNSM); Chesler, Josh (CNSM); Rivera, Julie (LEC); Ward, Robert (LEC); Fenton, Gayle (UCUA); Kathleen Lacey (CBA); Connie Ireland (CHHS); Michelon, Mark (COTA); Ali Rezaei, Ali (CED); Marcus Young Owl, Marcus (CLA)
Excused: Mahoney, Lynn (AVP Undergrad studies); Beyer, Christiane (COE); Kim, Jin-Lee (COE); Jarvis, Jeff (COTA).
Absent: Sinai, Tony (CHHS)
I. Call to Order at 2:06
II. Approval of Agenda with changes. MSP
III. Approval of Minutes: October 10, 2011 GEGC Minutes. MSP, 1 abstention.
IV. Announcements
· Thank you to Gayle Fenton for taking GEGC Minutes on October 10.
· Reminder:  Most GEGC business is conducted electronically via BeachBoard.  Please bring your laptops or print material for meetings.

· Committee needs a note taker for this meeting.  Connie Ireland will take notes this week.

V. New Business
1. None
VI. Unfinished Business
1.  None 
VII. Course Review
1.  ASAM 350 Environmental Justice (3)
· Posted on BeachBoard / GE Course Proposals for AY 2011-12

· New Course to campus – effective end of July 2011
· New Course to General Education

· Question from committee member: has this been cleared with other departments? Environmental science, etc?  Yes, Geography is pleased with this course. The course has gone through three levels of review previously, at the departmental, college, and curriculum levels. 

· Request for Social and Behavioral Sciences (D.2).  Per discussion, this course appears to meet the criteria for the Social & Behavioral Sciences Category.

· Request for Human Diversity status.  Q: how much of the course must be devoted to human diversity to be classified as a human diversity course?  A: Look to student learning outcomes & syllabus to see threading of human diversity throughout course.  Paul Laris – origins of topic are rooted in human diversity. Course was discussed as a “higher end” example of a human diversity course.
·  MSP, both Social & Behavioral Sciences and Human Diversity classifications, effective spring 2012.
2.  GEOG 357 Sacred Geographies (3)
· Posted on BeachBoard / GE Course Proposals for AY 2011-12
· New Course to General Education

· Request for Social and Behavioral Sciences (D.2.).  Appears to meet D.2
· Request for Self-Integration (E).  Self-integration: “integrated physiological, social and psychological organisms.” Question to review this area – committee member(s) unsure if this classification fits given the materials before the committee.  Discussion of learning outcomes ensued (heading “Self-understanding”)  Self-integration does not appear to be explicit in the course schedule.  Q: What if there was an essay or assignment to tie this class to something meaningful to the student(s).  See evaluation instruments listed.  Traditionally, this committee has looked for a threading of themes throughout the course.  Do we want to change that tradition in hopes of getting greater clarification of self-reflection and sacred spaces?  Such an effort might be beyond the scope of the committee.  Keith will ask the instructor to bring syllabus and come to the next meeting to discuss.

· Request for Capstone – Interdisciplinary.  Capstone – evidence of writing.  Committee member expressed concern with writing, particularly in light of errors in grammar in syllabus. Committee member asked to share specific writing concerns with department.  For capstone, course needs 5000 words or more over the course of the semester, with feedback to the student in the first 3 weeks, and an opportunity to rewrite. GWAR committee may eventually consider Capstone as satisfying GWAR requirement.  Writing component unclear (Capstone), and this must be readdressed.  Interdisciplinary means 2 disciplines must be considered, not necessarily a collaboration or co-teaching between 2 departments.  Philosophically, this committee is concerned with the Interdisciplinary threads (or lack thereof).  Review of the full syllabus will help us see what is happening in course.  Hold on this issue until next meeting

· Request for Global Issues status.  Course seems to meet criteria for Global Issues. 

· Discussion: Note – credit/no credit not available in this course as written.  Keith will ask the faculty member who developed the course to confirm, as this is generally not a grade-only course.  Note, the more categories that are requested, the more to be done at program review (departmental level).  No issues or conflict with other departments (e.g. Religious Studies).  Religious studies did not think it intruded in their area.

· Ask for syllabus for more detail. Motion amended – approve Social & Behavioral Sciences and Global classification.  MSP unanimously on these 2 classifications.  Hold on vote for Self-integration and Capstone - Interdisciplinary.

3.  HIST 385 India and South Asia (3)
· Posted on BeachBoard / GE Course Proposals for AY 2011-12

· New to General Education

· Request for Social and Behavioral Sciences (D.2.). Appears to meet criteria.
Request for Capstone – Interdisciplinary.  Interdisciplinary status unclear – would be better to include in course catalog description.  This is in the justification, but we need to dig for it.  Real bar in interdisciplinary is about incorporating various theoretical perspectives as well as methods.  Interdisciplinary – recommend change (not contingent for course approval) to  make interdisciplinarity clear earlier in the document.  Political Science and history covered in the objectives section. Capstone – diagnostic essay is included, provides early feedback.  Literary analysis, plus 10 page paper.  Appears to meet capstone.

· Request for Global Issues status.  Global Issues – see objective 6.  Appears to meet global issues.  Discussion centered on the format of the document, not substance of the proposal before the committee.

· Satisfies all – MSP unanimously, effective spring 2012.

4.  AIS 485 American Indians and the Law (3)
· Posted on BeachBoard / GE Course Proposals AY 2011-12

· New to General Education

· Request for Capstone – Advanced Skills.  Writing requirement does not seem to meet Advanced Skills Capstone criteria.  Writing requirement is 5000 words, formative feedback by week 3.  However, as written, the first writing assignment in this course is a 1500 words take home midterm in week 5.  This is not formative feedback by week 3 as expected in capstone.  Advanced Skills not clearly articulated - IRAC (Issue, Rule, Application, and Conclusion) format would meet Advanced Skills in writing.  Need more specific description of writing, especially for an Advanced Skills course.

· Request for Human Diversity status. It is unclear whether this course meets criteria for Human Diversity status, as it does not appear to have 2 groups.  Does “Native American” inherently include 2 groups?

· Discussion.  Department does not want to include a category (e.g. D.2) – just Capstone advanced skills and Human Diversity.

· Motion to table and ask author to attend future meeting.  

5.  I/ST 100 Global Citizenship (3)
· Posted on BeachBoard / GE Course Proposals AY 2011-12

· New course to campus – effective Winter 2012
· New to General Education

· Request for Critical Thinking (A.3.). Goal is to promote student learning, provide more options for critical thinking.  Course is in line with courses previously approved in this category.  Assignments and challenges are similar to other A.3 courses.  Most members agree this seems like a strong course syllabus and are eager to approve for Critical Thinking category.

· Discussion.  Department is not requesting global classification.  
· MSP unanimously.

6.  JOUR 160 Understanding the Media (3)
· Posted on BeachBoard / GE Course Proposals AY 2011-12

· New course to campus – effective Winter 2012
· New to General Education

· Request for Critical Thinking (A.3.)

· Request for decertification of Social and Behavioral Sciences (D.2.)

· This is a very strong course for critical thinking classification.  Requesting decertified from social and behavioral sciences and added as a critical thinking course.  Change effective fall 2012, as existing course is being reclassified.

· MSP – decertification in D.2 and certification in critical thinking (A.3).

7.  Meeting adjourned 3:39pm.

Respectfully submitted by C Ireland, 10/28/11
