
 

 

          

        

        

        

                

  

   

                              

                      

          

         

      

Bachelor of Music 

Composition 
Major Checklist 

UNOFFICIAL: Refer to University Catalog for current regulations and policies 

Catalog Year  2025-2026   www.csulb.edu/catalog 

Note: This checklist is not intended to replace advising from the major department. Students should consult with the major advisor to determine the appropriate sequence of courses. This checklist is to 

inform students of major requirements and course prerequisites only. CSULB Enrollment Services prepares the Academic Requirements Report, which is the official graduation verification. 

✓ Course Prerequisites/Corequisites^ GE Area 

Complete all of the following music theory courses (18 units total): 

MUS 141A. Musicianship I (2) Corequisite: MUS 142A 

MUS 141B. Musicianship II (2) Prerequisite: MUS 141A with "C" or better; Corequisite: MUS 142B 

MUS 142A. Harmony I (3) Corequisite: MUS 141A 

MUS 142B. Harmony II (3) Prerequisite: MUS 141A, 142A with a "C" or better; Corequisite: MUS 141B 

MUS 240. Advanced Musicianship (2) Prerequisite: MUS 141B and MUS 142B with a "C" or better 

MUS 341. Musical Form and Analysis (3) Prerequisite: MUS 141B and MUS 142B with a "C" or better 

MUS 342. Materials of Modern Music (3) Prerequisite: MUS 341 with a "C" or better 

Complete the following history and literature courses (9 units total): 

MUS 191A. Western Art Music I: Antiquity to Beethoven (3) Pre/Corequisite: One GE Foundation course 3A 

MUS 191B. Western Art Music II: Beethoven to Present (3) Prerequisite: MUS 191A with "C" or better 3A 

MUS 490. Introduction to Music Cultures (3) Prerequisite: GE Foundations; sophomore standing UD 3 

Complete 2 of the following courses (6 units total) Must take two different letters of MUS 350: 

MUS 350. Topics in Musicology (3) Prerequisite: MUS 191A and 191B with a "C" or better 

MUS 350. Topics in Musicology (3) Prerequisite: MUS 191A and 191B with a "C" or better 

Complete all of the following courses (9 units total): 

MUS 244. Composition Workshop (2) Prerequisite: MUS 140 or MUS 141A or MUS 141B 

MUS 270. Introduction to Music Technology (3) Prerequisite: MUS 141A and MUS 142A 

MUS 326. Conducting (2) Prerequisite: MUS 141B and MUS 142B 

MUS 444. Composition Workshop (2) Prerequisite: MUS 341 with a "C" or better 

Complete 4 of the following courses (12 units total): 

MUS 411A. Film Scoring (3) Prerequisite: Upper Division Standing 

MUS 411B. Film Scoring (3) Prerequisite: MUS 411A 

MUS 442. Orchestration (3) 

MUS 443. Advanced Orchestration (3) Prerequisite: MUS 442 

MUS 455. Electronic Music (3) 

MUS 456. Sound Design (3) 

MUS 457. Composition with Digital Media (3) 

MUS 458. Literature and Aesthetics of Interactive Media (3) 

MUS 497E. Composition with Interactive Technologies (3) Prerequisite: Upper Division Standing 

Complete one of the following courses (3 units total): 

Any upper division MUS course excluding lessons, ensembles, opera, or recitals 
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✓ Course Prerequisites/Corequisites^ GE Area 

Complete 4 units of Major Performance Organization (4 units total): 

MUS 100. or MUS 200B. or MUS 200W. (1) 

MUS 100. or MUS 200B. or MUS 200W. (1) 

MUS 100. or MUS 200B. or MUS 200W. (1) 

MUS 100. or MUS 200B. or MUS 200W. (1) 

Complete 4 units of Major Performance Organization (4 units total): 

MUS 400B. New Music Ensemble or MUS 400W. Laptop Ensemble (1) Prerequisite: Upper Division Screening 

MUS 400B. New Music Ensemble or MUS 400W. Laptop Ensemble (1) Prerequisite: Upper Division Screening 

MUS 400B. New Music Ensemble or MUS 400W. Laptop Ensemble (1) Prerequisite: Upper Division Screening 

MUS 400B. New Music Ensemble or MUS 400W. Laptop Ensemble (1) Prerequisite: Upper Division Screening 

Complete 2 semesters of lower division lessons (2 units total): 

MUS 129X. Individual Instruction for Music Majors  Composition (1) Prerequisite: Sophomore Standing 

MUS 129X. Individual Instruction for Music Majors  Composition (1) Prerequisite: Sophomore Standing 

Complete 4 semesters of upper division lessons (8 units total): 

MUS 429X. Individual Instruction for Music Majors  Composition (2) Prerequisite: Composition major; UDSE 

MUS 429X. Individual Instruction for Music Majors  Composition (2) Prerequisite: Composition major; UDSE 

MUS 429X. Individual Instruction for Music Majors  Composition (2) Prerequisite: Composition major; UDSE 

MUS 429X. Individual Instruction for Music Majors  Composition (2) Prerequisite: Composition major; UDSE 

Complete the following course (1 unit total): 

MUS 423B. Senior Recital (1) Prerequisite: Recital Approval 

Successful completion of the Piano Proficiency Examination (0 units required): 

Piano Proficiency Exam  or MUS 220B. Class Piano IV (1) 

* GE designation is determined by GE pattern.  Consult Academic Requirement Report. 

^ Prerequisites are subject to change; consult the University Catalog for the most recent updates. 

Total of 74 units required for the Composition major. 
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