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Program
Summoner’s Call | League of Legends............................................................................................Christian Linke (b. 1987)
                                                                                                                                                            arr. Robert Luke Martin

Korobeiniki | Tetris ................................................................................................................................................... Traditional
                                                                          Kaylee Lackman, soloist                                                      arr. Greg Cox

Liberi Fatali | Final Fantasy VIII .......................................................................................................Nobuo Uematsu (b. 1959)
 

Coronation Theme & Baba Yetu | Civilization IV ........................................................................Christopher Tin (b. 1971) 
                                                                              Nathan Fennacy, soloist                                                     arr. Alex Song

  

Jump Up, Super Star |  Super Mario Odyssey .................................................................................. Mahito Yokota (b. 1965) 
                                                                                                                       arr. Andres Soto 

Michaela Blanchard, Kelly McCandless, Selene Fernandez, Abby Huesmann, Rosie Sahagun, soloists

The Dragonborn Comes | The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim ......................................................................Jeremy Soule (b. 1975)
                                                                             Selene Fernandez, soloist                                   arr.Robert Luke Martin
                                                                        

-Intermission-

Halo Medley  | Halo  .....................................................................Martin O’Donnell (b. 1955), Michael Salvatori (b. 1954)
                                                                                                                                                            arr. Chris Apple, Travis Neff

Kundiman | The Last Arrow ........................................................................................................................Joe Sanders (b. 1991)
Matthew Lyon Hazzard, conductor

Michaela Blanchard, soloist

The Legend of Zelda Medley | The Legend of Zelda: Breath of the Wild and Symphony of the Goddesses ..................
                                                                             .....Manaka Kataoka, Ryo Nagamatsu (b. 1982), Koji Kondo (b. 1962) 

                                                                                                                                                                           arr. Chad Seiter

Pokemon Medley | Pokemon ........................................................................................................... Junichi Masuda (b. 1968)

Super Mario Suite | Super Mario Bros....................................................................................................... Koji Kondo(b. 1962)
                                                                                                                                                               arr. Robert Luke Martin

Aria di Mezzo Carattere | Final Fantasy VI ..................................................................................Nobuo Uematsu (b. 1959)
                                                                                 Kaylee Lackman, soloist                                arr. Robert Luke Martin
 

Gotta Catch ‘Em All | Pokemon .................................................................................................................................. John Siegler
                                                      Rosie Sahagun, soloist                                  arr. Robert Luke Martin
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Program Notes

Summoner’s Call League of Legends (2009) is a multiplayer online battle arena game developed by Riot Games. 
The player assumes the role of an unseen “summoner” that controls a “champion” with unique abilities and battle 
against a team of other players to destroy the opposing team’s base. League of Legends has quickly become one of 
the largest eSports competition games. For the Second World Championship, a live performance of this rendition of 
Summoner’s Call opened the competition in USC’s Galen Center in 2012. 

Korobeiniki First released in 1984, Tetris quickly became a classic game. Korobeiniki, or as it was known in 
the game, “Type A” was first used in the Nintendo Game Boy version of the game released in 1989. Originally 
arranged by Hirokazu Tanaka, the game also features an original composition, and an arragnement of J.S. Bach’s 
French Suite No. 3 in B minor (but transposed to F# minor).

Korobeiniki were peddlers with trays, who sold fabric, haberdashery, books and other small items in pre-
revolutionary Russia. Nikolay Nekrasov’s original poem which the song is based tells the story of a young peddler 
who seduces a peasant girl named Katya one night in a field of rye. He offers her some of his wares as gifts in 
exchange for a kiss and, it is implied, sexual favours. She rejects all but one of his gifts, a turquoise ring, reasoning 
that having his wares but not him would be unbearable. The next morning, he pledges to marry her when he 
returns from selling his wares at the market.  

Liberi Fatali One of two main themes for Final Fantasy VIII (1999), Liberi Fatali was composed by Nobuo 
Uematsu, who is considered to be one of the most well known composers in the video game industry. Uematsu 
was a composer with the publisher, Square Enix, and with them, composed for over 30 different games, including 
12 installments of Final Fantasy. Additionally, his compositions have appeared five times in the top 20 of the 
annual Classic FM Hall of Fame.The original version of this piece was the first experimentation Uematsu did with 
including both choir and orchestra in a video game score. “Liberi Fatali” in Latin translates to, “Fated Children”, 
referring to to the main playable cast who are within the ages of 17 and 18. 

Coronation Theme & Baba Yetu  Christopher Tin is a Los Angeles based GRAMMY winning composer. He 
is best known for his choral piece Baba Yetu, a rendition of the Lord’s Prayer in swahili, from the video game 
Civilization IV (2005), which became the first piece of video game music ever to win a Grammy Award in 2011. 
His Grammy win was considered a significant milestone for the critical acceptance of music from video games 
as a legitimate art form, and following his win the Recording Academy retitled their visual media categories to 
become more inclusive of video game soundtracks.

Baba Yetu has achieved enormous popularity outside of the video game industry, and been performed at various 
venues and events around the world, including Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, Kennedy Center, The Dubai 
Fountain, and the New Year’s Concert of the sixty-seventh session of the United Nations General Assembly. 
Notable ensembles that have performed the song include the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Metropole 
Orchestra, Welsh National Opera, National Symphony Orchestra, US Navy Band, and various YouTube artists, 
including Peter Hollens, Alex Boye and the BYU Men’s Choir.

Jump Up, Super Star First released in 1983 on the Nintendo Entertainment System, the Mario franchise has 
stretched 35 years with over 250 different titles, the most recent of these being Super Mario Odyssey (2017). 
Released in 2017 on the new Nintendo Switch, Odyssey follows Mario as he traverses the world in a top hat shaped 
spaceship, desperately trying to reach Bowser, who has once again kidnapped Princess Peach, this time with the 
intnetion of marrying her. Jump Up, Super Star is sung in the game by Mayor Pauline of New Donk City of the 
Metro Kingdom, a land often compared to the environment of New York City. 

Mahito Yokota is a Japanese music composer and orchestrator who has spent most of his industry career working 
on the titles of Nintendo, including Super Mario Galaxy, The Legend of Zelda: Twilight Princess, and Mario Kart 8 
Deluxe.
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The Dragonborn Comes  The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim, an open world action role-playing game was the highly 
anticpated sequel to Morrowind, and Oblivion, and was released in 2011. Written by Jeremy Soule, “The 
Dragonborn Comes” is a folk song that describes the phophecy of the the Dragonborn, the one who is to save the 
world from Alduin the Wolrd-Eater, a dragon who is prophesied to destroy the world. “Dragonborn”, the main 
theme of the game, was written in Draconic, a fictional dragon language created by Bethesda Softworks’ concept 
artist Adam Adamowicz.  Based on the musical theme that has carried through all of The Elder Scrolls games, 
Todd Howard, creative director, envisioned the theme for this installment to be sung by a choir of barbarians. The 
shouting found in the middle of the piece reflects this vision. 

Halo Medley Halo (2001) is a military science fiction first-person shoot video game originally released on the 
Xbox by Bugnie and Microsoft Studios. Following the adventures of Master Chief John-117 and his Artificial 
Intellegence companion Cortana as the United Nations Space Command fights off an invasion by the Convenant, 
a theocratic alliance of alien races set to wage a holy war against humankind. The score was written be Martin 
O’Donnell, who’s other titles include Destiny, Myth II, and Oni. In 2015, the music from Halo reached #244 on 
Classic FM’s Top 300 list. 

Kundiman is a setting of Filipino poet José Rizal’s text, tells a story of sacrifice, honor, and determination. During 
the conclusion of the video game The Last Arrow, the protagonist Xun fires a single flaming arrow, lighting the 
warning beacons in her village to signal that the enemy is coming. She valiantly fights them off as her people flee, 
and in doing so makes the ultimate sacrifice for them. This setting of Rizal’s text was intended to be her people’s 
anthem as they honor her sacrifice and prepare for the day that they can eradicate the evil that has ravaged their 
community. Kundiman was a Grand Prize and Lennon Award winning entry in the World Music category of the 
2016 John Lennon Songwriting Contest.

Pokemon Medley In 1998, the United States was intrdouced to the world of Pokemon with the release of Pokemon 
Red and Blue. In the game, you play as Red, a pokemon trainer who seeks to catch every single type of pokemon, 
be victorious at all eight Gym Leaders, and then battle the Elite Four to become the champion. Since it’s first 
release, Pokemon has received 26 new games titles, a card game, an anime series, and 21 movies. Junichi Masuda 
was the sole composer for Pokemon Red, Green and Blue, and has since written for every core game since then. 
Masuda now also serves on the Board of Directors of Game Freak, Pokemon’s publisher. 

The Legend of Zelda Medley The Legend of Zelda (1986) follows the story of Link, as he adventures through the 
world of Hyrule to save the world from evil forces. The Legend of Zelda: Breath of the Wild is the latest installment 
in a series that has lasted over 30 years. In the game, Link awakens from a hundred-year slumber to a mysterious 
voice that guides him to defeat Calamity Ganon before he can destroy the kingdom of Hyrule. In 2017, it won the 
Golden Joystick Awards for both Best Audio, and Ultimate Game of the Year. 

In 2011, Nintendo started their press event at the Electronic Entertainment Expo (E3) with an overture spanning 
25 years of Zelda jusic performed by an orchestra and choir. Following a successful three city tour, Nintendo 
launched the touring concert production, The Legend of Zelda: Symphony of the Goddesses, which has expanded 
into a five year tour. The overture of this concert is the second half of this medley, and was arranged and 
orchestrated by Chad Seiter. 

Super Mario Suite While you may not recognize the name Koji Kondo, you certainly will recognize his music. 
Kondo was the first composer hired by the Nintendo Company in 1984. Shortly after, he was assigned as the 
sound designer for the 1985 game, Super Mario Bros. His musical theme for the overworld is often ctied as the 
most memorable piece of video game music. In addition to his work on the Mario franchise, Kondo was the 
original composer for The Legend of Zelda. In the game, you play as Mario, who’s objective is to race through the 
Mushroom Kingdom, survive the main anatagoist Bowser’s forces, and save Princess Toadstool. 
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Aria Di Mezzo Carattere (“Aria of Half Character”) is an aria from the opera Maria and Draco written by 
Nobuo Uematsu and Yoshinori Kitases for Final Fantasy VI. Maria and Draco is a twelve minute production that 
happens during a sequence within the game. According to Uematsu, the story of the opera is about a war between 
the armies of the East and the forces of the West. The hero of the western army is Draco, who is in love with the 
western princess, Maria. When the west loses the war and Draco is presumed lost, Maria is force to marry the 
easter Prince, Ralse. During a ball, the survivors of the west, led by Draco, launch a surprise attach. A duel ensues 
between Draco and Ralse, in which the latter is defeated, and Maria and Draco go on to live happily ever after.

Gotta Catch ‘em All In 1998, the dubbed episode of Pokemon aired on United States television. The show 
focused on the journey of Ash Ketchum and his partner Pikachu along with their friends, Misty and Brock, as 
they traveled the Kanto region. Written by John Siegler and sung by Jason Paige, “Gotta Catch ‘em All” was the 
theme song for the first season of the English adaptation of the anime. Following the season, the song became 
sonomous with Pokemon, as the official slogan for the franchise became “Gotta Catch ‘em All.”

About 
Robert Luke Martin (b. 1991) is an internationally recognized 
conductor, organist, and concert producer who strives to create 
exciting programming that introduces new audiences to the 
concert hall. As a conductor, Robert is currently serving as both 
Music Director and Executive Director of the Irish Video Game 
Orchestra (Belfast, Northern Ireland), an organization he started 
while studying at Queen’s University Belfast. A group of musicians 
dedicated to introducing unreached orchestra audiences through 
video game music, the IVGO has performed concerts described as 
“one of the most entertaining musical evening I’ve experienced.” 
(Chris Hastings, Queen’s Radio) Prior to the IVGO, Robert was 
the Founding Music Director of the Houghton Pops Orchestra 
(Houghton, NY), where he wrote and produced two Irish and 
Scottish themed stage productions, “Hearts of the Highlands” and 
“Hearts of the Highlands II: A Song to Remember.” In addition to 
his conducting, Robert is also an accomplished organist, and is 
currently serving as Music Director at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church in Downey, California. 

Robert received a Bachelor of Music in Organ from Houghton College where he studied with Dr. Judy Congdon, 
and conducting with Gary Stith, and Dr. Brian Casey. He later received a Master of Arts in Arts Management from 
the Queen’s University Belfast where he completed a dissertation on video game music in the concert hall and its 
effects on audience development, and became the first researcher in the field. Currently, Robert is completing a 
Master of Music in Instrumental Conducting at the Bob Cole Conservatory of Music at California State University 
Long Beach, studying with Dr. Jermie Arnold and John Carnahan. (www.robertlukemartin.com)

I thank you, dear one
My love, my life
To the grave sorrow, to the dark fear
That disturbed my heart

Sweetly, with love
You have answered to my cries
Forever, every day, forever, everyday
I shall wait for you here

My love, dear one
Why do you go so far from me?
You swore a love that should have never
Had an end for us

In times of sadness
In times of pain
I think of you, my star,
With infinite ardor

Why must I have
A bond without hope?
What would you have me do now?
You must tell me



STUDIO ORCHESTRA 
Flute
Jonathan Rodriguez 

Oboe
Damian Nguyen
Georgette Patricio

Clarinet
Patricia Tran

Alto Saxophone 
Taylor Shipman

French Horn 
Gabby Baniqued
Jennifer Ornelas
Kaiden Waterman
Terrance Yuen

Trumpet 
Joshua Goldstein
Maxfield Maynard

Cello
Emily Davis
Paola Falfan
Chris McCarthy

Double Bass
Alexis Luter
Katie McNamara
Ivan Alcantar

Percussion
Chris Amaro
Anthony Arrieta
Petra Elek
Alec Joly Pavelich
Monica Avalos

Piano
Travis Solesbee

Harp
Stephanie Iorga

Tenor
Isaiah Chacon
Nathan Fennacy
Tyler Kimball
Luke McCandless
Sam Miller
David Saldana

Bass
Justin Baptista
Tim Cervenka
Charles Egger
Ryan Furness
Matthew Hazzard
Jakob Hesse
Richard Tran

Trombone 
Jinsei Goto
Christopher Colocho
Evan Wicks

Tuba
Jessica Joyce

Violin I
Jackson Snead
Crystal Palencia

Violin II
Geofrey Cua
Daniel Kim

Viola
Taylor Cooksey
Marylin Mello

For concert information and tickets please call 562.985.7000 or visit:

UPCOMING  EVENT
Thursday, March 15th:
Bob Cole Conservatory Concert Band
Jermie Arnold, conductor
Tickets: $10/7

Personnel

Matthew Lyon Hazzard  (b.1989) is a composer, conductor, 
and educator from North Carolina. Praised for his “exquisite text-
setting” and for creating “stunning landscape[s] of sound” (18th 
Street Singers), Matthew’s music has garnered numerous accolades. 
He was named the winner of the 2017 ACDA Raymond W. Brock 
Student Composition Competition, a prize winner of the ICCCJ 
2016, and a recipient of the William and Eleanor Greatbatch 
Endowed Choral Composition Prize, in addition to several others. 
His music is increasingly performed by collegiate and professional 
ensembles around the world, including the Metropolitan Chorus of 
Tokyo, the Emila Darzina Mixed Choir, Choral Arts Initiative, the 
Arrowhead Chorale, the Vancouver Chamber Choir, and more.

Matthew holds his B.M. in Music Composition and M.A.T from East 
Carolina University. He taught at Greene Central High School for 
four years, where his choirs performed on the stage of Carnegie Hall

Sorprano
Michaela Blanchard
Selene Fernandez
Emily Kiertzner
Kelly McCandless
Abbie Rosenthal

Alto
Jasmine Ahloo
Emily Becker
Abby Huesmann
Rosie Sahagun
Shaye Swanson

STUDIO CHOIR 

and received consistent superior ratings under his leadership. He is now pursuing his M.M. in Choral Conducting 
at California State University Long Beach, where he continues to write for voices.
 
His music is currently published by Hal Leonard, Pana Musica, and Renforth Music. (www.lyonhazzard.com)

Special Thanks
• The Bob Cole Conservatory of Music at CSULB
• Professor John Carnahan and Dr. Jermie Arnold
• The Band Program at BCCM
• Joe Sanders
• Kate Gillon
• Colleen Ryan
• Alec Wingfield and Soli Jones
• The Irish Video Game Orchestra
• The Video Game Development Association at CSULB


