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ABOUT THE NEW MUSIC ENSEMBLE 

The CSULB New Music Ensemble, directed by Dr. Alan Shockley, consists of student 
performers and frequent faculty guests dedicated to performing contemporary music 
in a variety of genres. The ensemble has toured the state, and early on established 
a reputation as a first-rate performing group, particularly of new works with live 
electronics.

In recent years the NME has performed an hour-long rendition of Terry Riley’s 
In C (hosting beforehand a Listening Lounge of new In C Remixes composed by 
CSULB composers), a complete version of Satie’s proto-minimalist Vexations (all 
840 repetitions!) reinterpreted throughout the day by various ensembles (including 
antiphonal sax sextet, vintage analog synth trio, electric guitar and electric bass, 
melodica trio, toy piano and tuba, and many others), provided an evening of works 
connected to Abstract Expressionist art in the University Art Museum (including a 
world premiere of a work for ensemble, narrator, and electronics), and hosted several 
evenings of different 60x60 mixes (each mix comprised of 60 one-minute electronic 
works by 60 different composers). 

In the 2011-12 academic year, the NME staged two large-scale happenings by John 
Cage (complete with a small dog parade, hula hooping, and soap bubble blowing), 
gave the world premiere of an ensemble work by Perry La Marca written expressly 
for the NME, performed a noise-based concert in the University Art Museum in 
conjunction with the Lou Reed Metal Machine Music exhibition, and performed a 
joint concert with the Bob Cole Conservatory Laptop Ensemble (along with some 
special guest vocalists) of several works from John Cage’s Song Books. In addition 
to the world premieres of works by Wolff and La Marca, the NME has also given 
recent world premieres of works by Randall Bauer, James Bohn, Alan Shockley, Andy 
Zacharias, Justin Scheid, and others. The ensemble regularly both workshops and 
gives public premieres of student works, and student composers are always invited to 
sit in on rehearsals or even to join the ensemble as performers.

The ensemble tackles works from the broad spectrum of contemporary composition, 
from traditionally notated fixed instrumentation works, to ones with graphic scores, 
text scores, and non-traditional or open instrumentation, from serial works to 
minimalist ones, from chance pieces, to rock influenced ones. Repertoire is drawn 
primarily from the last fifty years, with a particular focus on very recent works, 
and ones by American composers. Recent concerts have included works by George 
Crumb, Steve Reich, Morton Feldman, Christian Wolff, Anne LeBaron, Paul Lansky, 
Arvo Pärt, David Smooke, James Bohn, Shulamit Ran, Terry Riley, Alvin Lucier, 
Earle Brown, Karlheinz Stockhausen, David Lang, Martin Bresnick, Toru Takemitsu, 
Michael Daugherty, Justus Matthews, Frederic Rzewksi, James Tenney, John Cage, 
and many others.



PROGRAM

Looking North (1969) .................................................................................. Christian Wolff

The Well and the Gentle (1983) .............................................................. Pauline Oliveros

PERSONNEL NEW MUSIC ENSEMBLE
Alan Shockley—director

Linda Szeto—clarinet
Oscar Santos—trumpet
Glen Gray—cornetto
Cameron Johnston—tuba
Sammy Sohn—voice
Thomas O’Hara—voice
Daniel Ramos—piano
Christopher Brown—cello
Tobias Banks—contrabass 

NOTES

Looking North Christian Wolff was born in Nice, France. He has lived 
mostly in the United States since 1941. He studied piano with Grete Sultan and 
composition, briefly, with John Cage. A definitive feature of his music is the various 
freedom(s) it allows performers at the time of performance as well as the variable 
results possible for any one particular piece, for which he has invented various new 
notations. He received an honorary Doctor of Arts degree from CalArts in 2004. 
Academically trained as a classicist, Wolff was professor of classics and music 
at Dartmouth College from 1971 to 1999. Wolff was a guest at CSULB in April 
2011 when the New Music Ensemble gave the world premiere of his work Robert 
commissioned for that concert. 

Looking North comes from Wolff’s Prose Collection, and the score consists of a brief 
set of instructions. It, like the other work on tonight’s program, is a piece that arises 
out of listening; in this case the players are instructed to imagine individual pulses 
and to use various strategies for realizing those imagined pulses from coincidences 
in the sounds around them (including connections with the sounds produced by 
other players).
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The Well and the Gentle Composer Pauline Oliveros was born 
in Houston, Texas and has taught at Mills College, the University of California, 
San Diego, Oberlin, and Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. Since the 1960s she has 
influenced American music profoundly through her work with improvisation, 
meditation, electronic music, myth and ritual. She is the founder of  Deep Listening, 
which comes from her childhood fascination with sounds and from her works 
in concert music with composition, improvisation and electroacoustic. Oliveros 
describes Deep Listening as a way of listening in every possible way to everything 
possible to hear no matter what you are doing.  John Cage said, “Through Pauline 
Oliveros and Deep Listening I now know what harmony is. It’s about the pleasure 
of making music.” In the last few years, there have been major releases of Oliveros’ 
works in both recording and in score form; in 2012, Important Records released a 
12-CD box set of her works, Reverberations: Tape & Electronic Music 1961- 1970, 
and late in 2013 Oliveros published an anthology of her text scores. The CSULB 
New Music Ensemble gave the world premiere of Oliveros’ work Sound Listening 
in November 2014. The piece was commissioned by the ensemble. 

The Well and the Gentle was commissioned by the Relâche new music ensemble. 
The text score gives a different set of pitches for each of the two sections of the 
piece, and also gives a rhythmic mode for the second section, (“The Gentle”) with 
instructions and strategies for how to realize the work. The score for the first 
section, (“The Well”) also includes a star-shaped diagram with words at each point 
of the star representing different sound-making strategies. In the pentagon at the 
center of the star is a section labeled as “The Well” and the score states that “The 
Well is the source and resting place of silence.”  

Tonight’s performance of The Well and the Gentle will last about 40 minutes 
divided into two approximately equal sections, the second of which will be based 
on a repeating rhythm. We hope you will enjoy slowing down as you listen to 
Oliveros’ meditative piece. 

In addition, the New Music Ensemble would like to invite members of the audience 
to join us in playing a portion of “The Gentle.” In the middle of this second section 
of the piece, the conductor will turn and indicate that you could join the ensemble 
in sounding this rhythm in whatever way you’d like; later a second cue from the 
conductor will indicate when you can begin fading out your part (no need to stop 
instantly!).

 


