
 
 
 

UKLEJA CENTER FOR ETHICAL LEADERSHIP 

2023-2024 Accomplishments 
 

Designed as a university-wide interdisciplinary center of excellence and housed in the College of Business, the Ukleja 
Center for Ethical Leadership offers training to enhance the integration of ethics in everything we do.  During its 19th 
year of operations, the center enthusiastically engaged students, faculty, and community leaders through programs 
and activities that embody its core values of integrity, servant leadership, excellence, and empowerment with Janey 
Roeder serving as Director. 

The Governing Council actively engaged with the center’s programs by attending board meetings, hosting Student 
Leadership Institute sessions, and providing strategic direction and financial support.  Under Mark Guillen’s 
leadership, board discussions focused on ensuring a healthy recovery after the global pandemic – as individual leaders 
and as a leadership organization.  Board conversations also focused on creating a staff succession plan and our vision 
for future award events. 

 

Karyn Scissum Gunn, Greg Wooden, Justin Rudd, Janey Roeder, Louise Ukleja, Mick Ukleja, and Jane Close Conoley  
at presentation of the Nell and John Wooden Ethics in Leadership Award ~ November 2023 

 
Close to 190 community leaders gathered for an intimate evening at The Modern to celebrate presentation of the 
annual Nell and John Wooden Ethics in Leadership Award.  The evening was full of positive energy with the 
2023 award honoring Justin Rudd, the embodiment of servant leadership as Chief Inspiration Officer of Community 
Action Team.  Professor Katie Dudley shared the impact of the center’s Ethics Across the Curriculum program on 
students and Nia Salapare shared the impact of the Student Leadership Institute program on her life.  Many event 
sponsors hosted a student and/or professor at their tables, making for stimulating dinner conversations.  CSULB 
President Jane Close Conoley introduced our honoree and the event culminated with an inspirational message from 
Justin and presentation of his award by Mark Guillen and Greg Wooden, Nell and John’s grandson.  In addition to 
serving its original purpose of “friend raising,” the event earned over $65,000 for Ukleja Center programs. 



 
 
 

 

Student Leadership Institute Class of 2024 with former Faculty Fellow Darick Simpson at fall leadership retreat ~ September 2023 

With Celeste Ahl as their professor, 27 students participated in the two-semester Student Leadership Institute to 
explore ethical leadership issues related to business, education, healthcare, athletics, and other professional fields.  
This course enables students to discover their core values and build a strong ethical foundation upon which future 
decisions can be made.  Teamwork, community service, and networking with guest speakers are integral to the 
program.  With local businesses hosting the class in their conference rooms, the course featured guest speakers from 
companies such as Aquarium of the Pacific, Port of Long Beach, and Long Beach Medical Center.  The students 
designed a meaningful community service project by providing arts and crafts activities for women residing at Long 
Beach Rescue Mission’s Lydia House. 

 

Student Leadership Institute offering arts and crafts activities for Long Beach Rescue Mission residents ~ April 2024 



 
 
 

 

Student Leadership Institute Alumni Council workshop on Zoom ~ February 2024 

The Student Leadership Institute Alumni Council is a community of program graduates who want to stay 
connected for the benefit of the Ukleja Center, each other, and the greater Long Beach community.  Meeting on 
Zoom enables alumni who live outside the southern California area to participate.  During the fall, Dr. Nazanin 
Campbell gave a presentation on Designing Your Life.  The spring program featured Class of 2018 graduate Nia Salapare 
giving a talk on Building Confidence as Ethical Leaders. 

 

Ethics at The Beach event chair and guest speakers ~ March 2024  

Over 150 students attended the center’s annual Ethics at The Beach seminar offered in partnership with the 
Associated Business Students Organization Council and Student Center for Professional Development this spring.  
Students had an opportunity to enhance their ethical leadership skills while exploring the seminar’s theme – The 
Courage to Set Boundaries.  Following Dr. Shelly Collins’ introductory exercise giving students an opportunity to explore 
their relationship to Imposter Syndrome, students had an opportunity to hear from three outstanding panelists – Carl 
Kemp of Long Beach City College, Bruce Mac Rae of UPS, and Taryn Williams of UCI.  The seminar closed with 
Morgan Shidler giving a presentation on how to use the Hustle & Play guidebooks she donated for the event.



 
 
 
Advancing our vision of having an ethics module in every CSULB course, twenty-two $3,000 stipends were granted 
to faculty for integrating 3-hour ethics modules into their courses.  The Ukleja Center has awarded over $515,000 in 
Ethics Across the Curriculum stipends since the program was initiated in 2005.  The 2023-2024 proposal review 
committee, chaired by Danny Paskin (Journalism and Public Relations), selected these faculty stipend recipients: 

• Sandra Arevalo – Ethics, Climate Change and Health (Human Development) 
 

• Jesus Ayala – Integrating Ethical Use of Video in Journalism Curriculum (Journalism and Public Relations) 
 

• John Becker – Religion and Nature: Framing Religious Ecologies of Justice (Religious Studies) 
 

• Shivani Bothra – Ethical Foundations of South Asian Traditions: Exploring Values and Virtues of Living Traditions 
(Religious Studies) 
 

• Worapron Chanthapan – Ethics and Framing: The Responsibility of Public Relations Practitioners (Journalism and 
Public Relations) 
 

• Tyler Dilts – The Ethics of Representation for Fiction Writers (English) 
 

• Shirley Feldmann-Jensen – Ethical Challenges, Decision Making, and the Professional Code of Ethics for Emergency 
Management (Criminology, Criminal Justice and Emergency Management) 
 

• Casey Goeller – Ethical Considerations of using OpenAI (Chat GPT) in the Classroom (Family and Consumer 
Sciences – Gerontology) 
 

• Aiden Lee – Integrating Ethical Considerations into Marketing and Analytics Education (Marketing) 
 

• Seungjoon Lee – Ethical Modeling and Communication in Data Science (Mathematics and Statistics) 
 

• Yuping Mao – Applying Various Ethical Perspectives to Understand and Resolve Intercultural Conflicts (Communication 
Studies) 
 

• Tina Matuchniak – Ethical Considerations When Using AI for College Writing (English) 
 

• Rezenet Moges-Riedel – Ethical Reflectivity of each Positionality as an Able-Bodied and/or Hearing Person in a 
Disabled or Deaf Space (American Sign Language, Linguistics, and Deaf Cultures) 
 

• Nayawiyyah Muhammad – Faith and Race: Environmental and Social Justice across Communities (Religious Studies) 
 

• Jennifer Newton – Dark Public Relations Tactics in a Post-Truth Era: Navigating Ethical and Unethical Practices in 
Modern-Day Journalism and Public Relations (Journalism and Public Relations) 
 

• Teresa Puente – Applying Cultural Competence and Ethics in Journalistic Coverage of Latinx Communities (Journalism 
and Public Relations) 
 

• Wikrom Prombutr – Ethical Issues in Company Valuation: A Deep Dive into Controversial ESG Companies  (Finance) 
 

• Loretta Ramirez – Hauntology as Homecoming: Cultural Rhetorics Ethics Module (Chicano and Latino Studies) 
 

• Itxaso Rodriguez – Ethically Assessing Bi/Multilingualism in Children (Linguistics) 
 

• Hojong Shin – Global Financial Crisis and Ethics (Finance) 
 

• Shams Tanvir – Ethical Issues in Transportation Engineering: A Vital Step Towards Sustainable Mobility (Civil 
Engineering and Environmental Engineering Management) 
 

• Tina Zhao – Ethical Issues in Government Budget Cycle (Public Administration) 
 

To strengthen its research pillar, the Ukleja Center also offers $5,000 Faculty Ethics Research Stipends to support 
original research and to contribute to the body of knowledge in disciplinary and interdisciplinary ethics.  $110,000 has 
been awarded since this program began in 2013.  The review committee, chaired by Maria Carpiac (Family and 
Consumer Sciences – Gerontology), selected these two research stipend recipients:  

• Shadnaz Asgari – Artificial Intelligence Fairness in Clinical Decision Support Systems (Biomedical Engineering)   
 

• Ezgi Yildiz – Compromising Under State Pressure: The European Court of Human Rights Walking Back on Rights of 
Refugees (Political Science) 



 
 
 

 

Faculty Fellow Nancy Luong giving a presentation to Nick Worthington’s marketing class ~ April 2024 

The William Dickson Faculty Fellows program engages leaders from the corporate, government, and nonprofit 
sectors with CSULB faculty and students.  This year’s cohort featured internationally renowned writer, director, and 
performer praCh Ly as its Leader-in-Residence.  Through a series of classroom presentations, praCh inspired 
students with the moving story of his family’s survival during the Killing Fields in Cambodia and how that tragic 
experience helped shape a thriving Cambodian culture here in Long Beach.  In addition to its Leader-in-Residence 
events, the center offered Faculty Fellows programs featuring Nancy Luong, digital program manager at Salesforce, 
and Gloria Cordero, passionate water conservationist and Navajo Nation volunteer.  Through 28 campus 
presentations to over 800 students with majors as diverse as documentary filmmaking, anthropology, business, 
education, geography, and psychology, our three Faculty Fellows actively engaged students by sharing real-life ethical 
leadership challenges they have experienced and how they resolved them.  

 

Leader-in-Residence praCh Ly with Dr. Sophea Seng’s Ethnic Studies students ~ November 2023 

The Ukleja Center’s 2023-2024 programs and services were made possible through the generous support of our local 
philanthropic community, particularly the Ukleja and Dickson families, Bess J. Hodges Foundation, and our devoted 
Governing Council members.  Our purpose – equipping people with the transformational power of ethical 
leadership – is both a worthy and lifelong mission.  The future has never been brighter for the Ukleja Center for 
Ethical Leadership with even more opportunities to bring our mission to life!  


