California State University, Long Beach

Department of Mathematics and Statistics

Comprehensive Examination Information Sheet and Application

( Your Master's Degree Program (Advancement to Candidacy) form must have been submitted and approved before you may take the Comprehensive Examination.  You must be a registered student in the semester in which you take the Comprehensive Examination.  You must turn in the Comps application by the deadline; late sign-ups cannot be accepted.
( Syllabi for the tests, as well as sample tests for each area, are available online on the department comp web site.  Tests are based on the syllabus and not necessarily only on the content of the particular preparatory comp course.
( Informal results of the examination will be provided by e-mail to the examinee, usually within three weeks after the examination.  In due course, an official letter of results will be sent to the examinee by postal mail.
1.  The Comprehensive Examination is comprised of two tests.  Each test shall be representative of the topics in the current test syllabus, of three hours duration, and consist of from five to ten problems.  Examinees shall be required to choose from 60% to 80% of the problems for solution.  The tests are Pass/Fail (“pass” is A, B, or C level work; “fail” is D or F level work).
2.  The examination committee shall determine whether each student’s examination either passes or fails.  Superior performance as determined by the committee will be recognized by designation of the examinee’s work as “passing with distinction.”
3.  A student who fails the examination on the first attempt shall be granted the opportunity of making a second attempt.
4.  A student attempting the Comprehensive Examination for the second time must be examined in the same subjects chosen for the first attempt.

5.  Department policy is that no student shall be allowed a third attempt at the Comprehensive Examination.  A student who fails the examination for a particular degree option cannot be awarded that degree option.  The student may however complete the requirements for another degree option, provided that the Comprehensive Examination subjects chosen are different from those attempted for the previous option.

6.  A student who has signed up for the examination must complete both parts of it that semester, unless excused before beginning the second part.  Such excuses may be granted only for a documentable emergency, such as illness or accident, by the Department Chair or Graduate Associate Chair.

7.  Examinees should be aware that the results of their taking the department Comprehensive Examination do not appear on transcripts.  The official results which examinees receive by postal mail from the Department of Mathematics and Statistics will be the only indication of how they did on their Comps.

 ( You MUST submit with this application a copy of your Advancement to Candidacy/Approved Program form. Please provide fully the following information.  WRITE CLEARLY.  Sign and turn in the form only after you have read, and fully understand, the information presented above.
Full Name:_________________________________  

Student I.D. Number:_________________________

Street Address: ____________________________

Telephone Number: (          )____________________

City, State, Zip____________________________  

E-Mail address: _____________________________

Test Areas (names, not numbers):  1.____________________________       2. _____________________________
Is this your first attempt at passing the Comps?   Yes ______ ;
     No_______
Student Signature:__________________________________  

     Date:__________________________

Graduate Advisor approval: __________________________

     Date:__________________________
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    Don’t forget to attach a copy of your Advancement to Candidacy/Approved Program form!

Comprehensive Examination Information Sheet

(Your copy of the Comp data on the previous page.)
(Retain this page.)

( Your Master's Degree Program (Advancement to Candidacy) form must have been submitted and approved before you may take the Comprehensive Examination.  You must be a registered student in the semester in which you take the Comprehensive Examination.  You must turn in the Comps application by the deadline; late sign-ups cannot be accepted.
( Syllabi for the tests, as well as sample tests for each area, are available online on the department comp web site.  Tests are based on the syllabus and not necessarily only on the content of the particular preparatory comp course.

( Informal results of the examination will be provided by e-mail to the examinee, usually within three weeks after the examination.  In due course, an official letter of results will be sent to the examinee by postal mail.
— Some Details About the Comprehensive Examination Itself —

1.  The Comprehensive Examination is comprised of two tests.  Each test shall be representative of the topics in the current test syllabus, of three hours duration, and consist of from five to ten problems.  Examinees shall be required to choose from 60% to 80% of the problems for solution.  The tests are Pass/Fail (“pass” is A, B, or C level work; “fail” is D or F level work).

2.  The examination committee shall determine whether each student’s examination either passes or fails.  Superior performance as determined by the committee will be recognized by designation of the examinee’s work as “passing with distinction.”
3.  A student who fails the examination on the first attempt shall be granted the opportunity of making a second attempt.
4.  A student attempting the Comprehensive Examination for the second time must be examined in the same subjects chosen for the first attempt.
5.  Department policy is that no student shall be allowed a third attempt at the Comprehensive Examination.  A student who fails the examination for a particular degree option cannot be awarded that degree option.  The student may however complete the requirements for another degree option, provided that the Comprehensive Examination subjects chosen are different from those attempted for the previous option.
6.  A student who has signed up for the examination must complete both parts of it that semester, unless excused before beginning the second part.  Such excuses may be granted only for a documentable emergency, such as illness or accident, by the Department Chair or Graduate Associate Chair.
7.  Examinees should be aware that the results of their taking the department Comprehensive Examination do not appear on transcripts.  The official results which examinees receive by postal mail from the Department of Mathematics and Statistics will be the only indication of how they did on their Comps.
