
“French Belgian Sign Language [sfb] (A language of Belgium) 
 
• Alternate Names: Langue des Signes Belge Francophone, LSFB 
• Population: 4,000 (2014 EUD). 4,000 sign language users (2014 EUD). 26,500 (2014 IMB). 
• Location: Scattered in southern Belgium (Wallonia). 
• Language Status: 5 (Developing). Recognized language (2003, Decree No. 4501 of 22 

October, Article 1). 
• Dialects: Regional dialects developed in different deaf schools. Most similar to Flemish Sign 

Language [vgt]. Major difference is in the mouthings which, for LSFB, are drawn from 
spoken French [fra]; sometimes people can understand the other language moderately well, 
but others have difficulty, especially (as in television) where there is no adjustment to the 
language of the addressee. Limited influence from Belgium Signed French (used for some 
communication with hearing people). Fingerspelling system similar to French Sign 
Language [fsl]. 

• Typology: One-handed fingerspelling. 
• Language Use: 4 schools for deaf children (Timmermans 2005). Taught in several private 

schools since 1980s, in vocational schools since 1992 (twelve levels), and in some deaf 
schools as pilot project since official government recognition in 2003. Interpreters required in 
court. 

• Language Development: Films. TV. Videos. Dictionary. 
• Other Comments: 12 working sign language interpreters (2014 EUD). Instruction offered 

for parents of deaf children. Christian (Roman Catholic).” 
 
Lewis, M. Paul, Gary F. Simons, and Charles D. Fennig (eds.)  

2015. Ethnologue: Languages of the World, Eighteenth edition. Dallas, Texas: SIL 
International. Online version: http://www.ethnologue.com.  

 
Related Readings 
 
Sinte, Aurélie 

2013 Expression of Time in French Belgian Sign Language (LSFB). Sign Language 
Research, Uses and Practices 1: 205-236. 

 
Sáfár, Anna, Laurence Meurant, Thierry Haesenne, Ellen Nauta, Danny De Weerdt, and Ellen 
Ormel 

2015 Mutual Intelligibility Among the Sign Languages of Belgium and the 
Netherlands. Linguistics 53(2): 353-374. 

 
 
Last Updated: April 13, 2015 


