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HMinutes 2/9/73
POLICY STATEMENT APFPROVED AS(PEP)T3-15

ON HOH-TRADITIONAL GRADING

1.

Crading Symbols: OCSULE adopted the grades of "CE and "NC" to supplement

A, R, G, P, F, T and W. The grade of CR {credit) shall be equivalent to the
traditional grades of A, B or &; and the grade of NC f{ag credit) shall be
equivalent to the traditional grades of D or F. Grades of CR and NC will not
count toward a student's grade-point average, but they will eater into caleu-
lations determining & student's scholastic standing, according to Trustees®
regulations.

Student Options: Subject to limitations imposed by University ov Department
poiicies, & student may be graded CR/NC in any course or courses of his or her
choice. His or her decision must be made by the mid-point of the semester

or sesgion in which ke or she is enrolled, after which the decision is irre-
versible.

University Limitationms: No student may elect more than 26 uhits in residence,
more than 12 units of upper-division courses (that is, coursez numbered 300
through 499}, or mere than § units per semester, or 4 units per summer on a
CR/NC basis. These numerical limitations shall specifically not inciude
courses for which ecredit is earned by examination, courses taken ab another
institurion, or courses at CSULB uniformly given to &ll students on 4 CR/NC
basis, .

Departmeni Limitations: Subject to University and School pelicy, a department
or inter-departmental program may establish CR/NC limitations as follows:

a. Certain courses in a department may be declared available omly om an
ABCDE basis, or only om a CR/NC basis, to all students enrolled,
regardless of major.

b. Any or all courses required for a major may be declared unavailable on
a CR/NC basis to students majoring in that specific dizcipline (except
for courses uniformly given on a CR/NC basis), For the purpeses of this
provision, the major shall be construed to include any course specifically
listed as part of the major regquirements for graduatien in the under-
graduate Bulletin. .

In the absence of such policies, studetts may elsct any or all courses in &
given department on a CR/NC basis.

Department Obligations: A department or inter-departmental program is obli-
gated to inform students in its classes of policies controlling CR/NC grading,
to provide counseling on the advantages and disadvantages of CR/NC grading,
and to aid the Records Office in ensuring that students properly envolled fot
CR/NC grading 4o in fact receive grades of CE or NC.

Experimentatcion: Tf financial support can be obtained, the University shall
undercake a 2 to 4 year experiment testing various thecries about CR/NC grad-
ing. Specific terms of this experiment shall include but are met limited to:

ER Allowing esome students greater options for slecting CR/NC grading.

b, Concealing from some instructors which students in their classes have
elected CR/NC grading.

C. Collecting from students enrclled for CR/NC grading such data as age,
class, major, prior and present experience with non-traditional grading,
and reasons for electing CR/NC grading.

d. Correlating this data with ABCDF grades assipned by instructors who were
unawars of which students in their classes had elected CRE/NC grading.
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IMPLEMENTING PROCEDURES @

1. Begistration: Before the deadiive in any semester o session, & student must
file with the Records Office a card on which he has:

a. Listed any course(s) in which he alects CR/NC grading.

b. Obtained approval from the depactment offering the course, and from hig
mzjor department or inter-departmental program.

c. Certified his awareness that CR/WC grading may not be acceptable to
certain prospective employers, gradvate schools, or wndergraduate programs;
that CSULB will not convert CR/NC grades into ABCDF equivalents; and thatr
units graded NC must be balanced by an equal number of units graded A, or
twice as many units graded B, to avoid academic prebation.

d. Supplied other conmfidential information, as requested by the University.

2, Recording of Final Crades: Final grade sheets from the Registrar will be jssued
with two columns for entering final grades and coded indications of which students
have wlected CR/NC grading. Instructors may eater only ABCDF grades in the
appropriate columm if they wish. Tt shall be the responsibility of the Records
Office to see that grades of CR or HC are entered in the other colmm, for trans-
eript purposes, whether these entries are made by the instructor, the department,
or the Records Dffice itself.

3. Counseling: CSULB shall attempt fto ensure that students receive adequate
counseling with respect to non-traditional grading, by the following means:

a. By publicizing the advantages and disadvantsges of CR/NC grading.
b. By requiriug departmental approval of students' electiom of CR/NC grading.

€. By offering counseling {through academic deparbtments and the Counseling
Center) for those students who request it.

d. By requiring counzeling ag a condition of academic probation.

&, By holding departments responsible for publicizing their policies om CR!NG
grading.,

. By publishing in the Schedule of Classes information zelating to availability

aof CR/HC grading in specific classes.

General Bujletin copy will read as follows:

1. GRADES .

The student's work in each course ig recorded in the Records 0ffice on otie of

nine grades. Five indicate gsuccessful completion of the course and rhe werk
assigned in it; A, excellent: B, above average; C, average; I, below average;

CR, credit., if a student does not successfully complete a course, he may be
assigned one of the following grades, depending on circumstences explained

helow: P, failing:; WC, no credit; I, incomplete; W, withdrawal. Units assigned
the grade of CR, BC, T, or W will not be used in compulbing grade point average for
graduation homors or other purposes.

2. CREDIT-NO CREDIT GRADTNG.

Effective 1977, the State University and College System was auvthorized to use the
grades of CR and NC, and to sliminate the grades of ¥ and N. CR is equivalent to

4, B, or © on the rraditional scale, and NE is squivalent to D or F. Heither

grade counts toward a student's grade point average, but the system Is so structured
that a student must offset any units graded NC with an eqgual number of units graded
A, or twice as many units graded B, to avoid being placed on probation. The
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policies governing the availability of CR/NC grading st CSULB are as follows:

CR/NC grading shall be available to any undergradvate student in regidence at
CSULE in any class or classes he chooses, subject to limitations imposed by
University or department policy., The University allows a student to elect no
more ther 24 units in residence, 12 units i{n upper-division courses, or 8 units
per semester on a CR/NC basis, excluding courses taken at another institutiom,
ecourses credit for which are earned by examination, or courses at CSULB that are
uniformly offersd on a £R/NC basis. Subject to School guidelines, departments
and interdepartmental programs may regulate the availability of CR/NC grading in
courses offered within the department and/or required for degree concentrations
controlled by the department.

To receive a grade of CR or N¢ for a class in which he is snrolled, z student
myst inform the Registrar of his preference by the mid-peint of the semester,
at which time he must {1) have obtained azpproval from the department offering
the course and from his major dapartment; {2) attest to his awareness of the

irrevergibility of hig decision and of the fact that CR/NC grading may not be
acceptable to certain graduate schools and employers; and (3) suppiy certain

confidential information vequested by the University in its attempt fo assess
znd evaluate the CR/NC systen.

3. PROBATION AND DISCGUALTFICATTON,

4 student may be placed on academic probation 1f at awy time: (1) his cumcla-
rive grade point average falls below 2,0 {C); or (2) he fails to earn twice

as many Progress Points as units attempted. In calenlating Progress FPoines,
A, B, ¢, P apd F count their respective grade points; CR counts ? points per
anit: and NC courts no points per unit. In calesulating unils artempted, only
those units are counted for which z student receives a grade of A, B, C, D, F,
CR or MC. Classes in which a student receives a grade of T or W do not enter
intc these calculations.

A student on probation who, at the end of the next semester, fails to attain
a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 ({) ca all units attempied and/for
fails to earn fwice as many Frogress Points as units attempted, will be dis-
qualified, unless he successfully petitions the Scholastic Standards Committee
for ome more semester For which he is registered. The successful petitioner
mest undertake counseling at regular intervals, relative to his goals and his
progress toward them; mnst refrain from certain sctivities as agreed on with
the Scholastic Standards Committee; and must clear his probation before
registering for another semester. If during a second successive semester on
probation, the student fails to clear his probation, he shall be disquaiified.

Readmission after Disqualification:

A student with lower-division standing who is disqualified because of scheolastic
deficiency may petition the Schelastic Standards Committee for readmission only
upon successful completion of a toval of 60 transferable units of work, including
the units passed at this University. These units may be taken at any accredited
ingtitution of higher education.

A& student with upper-division standing who is disgualified because of scholastic
deficiency may petition the Scholastic Standards Committee for readmission omly
after an absence of two semesters during which he shall kave demonstrated his
ability to do acceptsble scheolastic work by completing courses in his major or
relatad courses with grades of B or higher in summer session or extension, or in

the regular vesident program of a comparzbly accredited inmstitution.
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