CSULB Educational Policies Council Minutes Feb. 9, 2005  Meeting 2004-5: 08

Present: O. Benli, Business Administration; L. Farmer, Education; M. Finney, Liberal Arts; H. Fung, Acad. Affairs; D. Hamm, Lecturer (Education); D. Huckaby, Natl. Sciences & Math; R. Hupka (Liberal Arts); P. Lewis, Center for Intl. Ed.; K. Merryfield, Natl. Sciences & Math; E. Pasztor, Health & Human Serv.; E. Parentela, Engineering; D. Samuelson, Liberal Arts; R. Sexauer, Art; S. Stanley, Health & Human Serv.; J. Strauss, Business; H. Okahana, J. Sharp, student-at-large; Guests: Lacourse

The meeting was convened by David Huckaby at 2:07 pm in BH 302.

1. It was M/S/P to approve the agenda, with a proviso that the CSULB catalog and curriculum handbook might be discussed.

2. It was M/S/P to approve the minutes of the Dec. 8 meeting (2004-5:07), with a couple of typographical corrections. 
 
3. Announcements
a. The Academic Senate will meet Feb. 10.
b. The East Asia Subcommittee will celebrate Chinese New Year on Feb. 17 starting at 4 pm in the Anatole Center.
c. The Assessment Committee is planning a campus-wide assessment plan, and may ask for Council input.
d. Normally, the council meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month. However, because the 4th week falls during spring break, the council will meet the 5th Wednesday of March.
e. The CPR meeting will be held at 2 pm next Wednesday.

4. Proposal to implement a new Minor in Environmental Science and Policy. (Attachment 8-2)
Natural Sciences and Math and Liberal Arts are sponsoring this change. This minor may attract students who might not have the time/desire to purse a major in this area; biology students may be interested in this minor. Those students in the certificate in Environmental Studies may complete their work. Over sixty students are pursuing a BA or BS in the new Environmental Science and Policy major, so there should be sufficient interest in pursuing a minor. Students could also change from the minor to the related major. The ES_P 300I has hidden prerequisites, which should be spelled out in the catalog copy; it should be noted that one of the possible prerequisites, ECON 300, might serve as an elective course for the minor. The catalog copy might indicate a range of units required, and explicitly note the prerequisite courses. A memo might need to be sent to Enrollment Services to calculate GPAs accurately for the minor. 
	It was decided to delay voting until a representative from the program could answer the questions.

5. Proposal to discontinue the Certificate in Environmental Studies. (Attachment 8-3)
This certificate has been “limping along” for years, particularly since the new BA/BS major in Environmental Science and Policy was established. The discontinuance should not inconvenience any students. The E/ST prefix will disappear. E/ST 400 and 499 should disappear from the catalog.
	It was M/S/P to waive the first reading.
	It was M/S/P to recommend to the Academic Senate to discontinue the Certificate in Environmental Studies.

5a.  Revising the catalog and curriculum handbook.
A small working group (David Huckaby, Cecile Lindsay, Dot Goldish, Janice Jackson, Henry Fung, David Samuelson, John Snidecor, Sharon Olson) is looking at ways to improve the catalog and curriculum handbook. A professional indexer has been hired to improve the catalog index. Curriculum and requirements should be presented and organized in a consistent way, including the number of words to describe a course (40 or less). These documents should be considered in light of the end users: students, advisors, community college personnel. Students do not thing in terms of departments or divisions. Still, changes should be implemented incrementally. With the campus governance reorganization, the curriculum handbook needs revising. The committee is establishing priorities and making suggestions; other input is welcomed from the Educational Policies Council, enrollment services, and student body (email ideas to Cecile or Janice). There could be a list of majors and minors linked to the associated departments and colleges. The online versions of these documents (.pdf and some .rtf or equivalent) should be fully searchable; however, print forms of these resources will be created. Pictures may be eliminated, although they might help marketing; vertical pictures are hard to generate. The policies front section needs clarification. Would an organizational diagram help students understand CSULB’s structure? The catalog’s URL should be change. The catalog copy should be set in serif type font. 

6. Proposal to implement an Option in Fitness in the B.S. in Kinesiology (Attachment 7-3)
No other changes were suggested.
It was M/S/P to recommend to the Academic Senate that the option in Fitness in the B. S. in Kinesiology be implemented.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:23 pm.

Respectfully submitted, Lesley Farmer


