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CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH

CURRICULUM AND EDUCATIONAL POLICIES COUNCIL

Meeting: 2008-2009: 2

Wednesday, September 24, 2008, 2-4 p.m.

Members Present:  Besnard, E. (Engineering); Brazier, C. (Natural Sciences and Mathematics); Curtis, K. (International Education); Essington, A. (Lecturer); Farrell, J. (Administration and Finance); Garcia, L. (ASI); Goldasich, A. (ASI); Hostetler, J. M. (Student Services); Huckaby, D. (College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics); Ireland, C. (College of Health and Human Services); Johnston, M. (Student Services); Lindsay, C. (Designee of the Provost); Martinez, C. (Education); Martinez, L. (Liberal Arts); O’Lawrence, H. (College of Health and Human Services); Riedel, K. (Arts); Scotton, P. (College of Liberal Arts); Sciortino, A. (Engineering); Stanley, M.S. (Provost Designee); Yarbrough, C. (Liberal Arts).

Members Absent:  Houck, J. (Education); Igmen, A. (College of Liberal Arts); Sittler-Schrock, R. (Arts); Swetland, E. (ASI President); Travis, T. (Library).
Guests Present:  Freesemann, K. (GEGC).
Chair David Huckaby convened the meeting at 2:04pm in BH-302.
1. Approve agenda. M-S-P
2. Approve minutes with name corrections. M-S-P.
[Present at last meeting: Essington, A. (Lecturer, History); Goldasich, A. (ASI); Sciortino, A.(Engineering); Hostetler, J. M. (Student Services).]
3. Announcements and requests for information

a. Chairs for 6 of 7 committees are in place. 
b. Items coming to CEPC this semester: 

i. Grade appeals issue, need ad hoc committee

ii. Streamline graduate policies

iii. Catalog

iv. Degree program changes

v. Meeting/schedule issue.  We meet 2nd & 4th Wednesday of the month.  Next month, there are only 3 Wednesdays without holidays.  We are only scheduled for 1 meeting, and another committee meets in this room on alternate Wednesdays.   Solution:  We may find an alternate location, or meet on the 5th Wednesday of the month in the regular location.  Resolution to be determined.
c. GWAR policy, some opposition in senate. 
d. RTP policy has first reading in senate.
4. Review of annual report of GEGC

a. Standard course outline widely distributed among colleges, awaiting final approval.

b. Benchmarks drafted.  College curriculum committees will receive for comment.

c. M-S-P to accept annual report

5. Review annual report of GWARC

a. Question: Date under Subject line reads “September 7, 2006.” Should this be 2007?
b. There has been a membership issue with GWARC, which was resolved in the senate.  

c. Question on p. 3, regarding GWAR course pre-requisites.  Must WPE be taken earlier?  Is it acceptable to have attempted WPE as a prerequisite to a course?  Many programs require WPE as a prerequisite, which violates policy.  There are other means by which to satisfy the GWAR requirement.

d. Note Last page: Of 13 GWAR certified courses/sections in History, only a single student used this course to satisfy GWAR requirement.  Interpretation?  Perhaps most History majors passed WPE and did not need the GWAR requirement to be satisfied in this way.
e. See page 737 in catalog:  2 WPE courses teach students to pass WPE (WPE 10, WPE20); multiple courses are offered to satisfy GWAR requirement.
f. M-S-P to accept GWARC report

g. Need representative on this committee, which meets Friday afternoons, 1:30-3pm.  Huckaby, D. volunteered to be representative on this committee. M-S-P (with thanks).

6. Annual report of Teacher Preparation Committee. M-S-P to accept report.
7. Textbook policy – coordination of multi-section courses.

a. Old document was last revised in 1979.  The accessibility document was tacked on to this.  Documents separated, and accessibility document is now separate.  Our charge is to review (change) this document. Line by line discussion follows.
b. Title change – it is a policy, so no need to put “policy” in title.

c. Sequential taken out of title (Multi-Section Remains).  Is this intentional?  Committee would like to return “sequential” to title (a text book could be used for both semesters; this would cut down on cost).  Title renamed to original title: Multi-Section AND SEQUENTIAL Courses.  We need to define sequential within document.
d. Organization issues:  Roman numerals – second page should be RM III, not II.  Switch roman numerals II and III.  A & B are not part of the definition, need to be moved.  Begin with definitions, within an introductory paragraph.  Points I A & B should be moved to point 2, on “responsibility of department.”  Under introductory paragraph, add roman numerals, with short titles, then sections (Multi-Section) followed by course content.

e. Discussion of clarifying policy when 1 instructor teaches multiple sections.  Assumes 1 instructor teaching multiple courses will use 1 textbook, but this is not always the case.  Sometimes, one instructor will teach multiple sections, each with a different reading list by design, e.g. “Principles of Historical Investigation.”

f. For the purpose of this document, a multi-section course is taught at separate class times, usually by different instructors.  Different times irrelevant.  Different instructors key.

g. Issue: There are several hybrid departments with distinct disciplines therein.  It is difficult to put departmental responsibility on distinct programs within a department.  Solution: insert term “department/program.”
h. Item A is unclear, seems circular.  Issues: Content, not pedagogy. Change first sentence: Omit “and pedagogical methods” and add “student learning outcomes.”  Second sentence:  “instructors teaching multi-section courses may vary in their pedagogical approach, provided it is consistent with standard course outline.”
i. Section B, in passive voice, make active.  Need clear directive for WHO is responsible (don’t assign 2 people to same task).
j. Section between roman numeral I & II should be omitted (in original document).

k. New roman numeral II:  Course coordination.  First statement is a new A (A then becomes B, B becomes C).  Course coordinator for EACH multi-section course.

l. Change word “shall” to “should.”  Shall requires; should suggests.

m. Stanley, M. S., suggests: “Departments/programs shall appoint a course coordinator for each multi section course and each set of sequential courses.”
n. Organizational issue:  Section II: multi-section and Section III: sequential?  Or section II: Course coordinate?

o. Section B: This is a policy.  Is it appropriate to include what coordinators “may” do?  Most of the statements are “should.”  Change “may” to “should.”  Change “ongoing improvement” section to “should.”  Does “mentoring new faculty” belong here?  Should the phrase “oversee the course” be included?
p. Broad problems:  1) implies that all courses have a standard course outline, but not so in all departments.   2) overreaches…This was about textbooks, and it now encompasses much more.

q. Course coordinator – just 1 person?  How about course coordinating committee? Suggestion to refer to old language.
r. Eliminate all “and/or” statements in document.

8. Meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m.
