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ACADEMIC SENATE 

MINUTES 

MEETING 13
April 26, 2012  
2:00-4:00 p.m. in PSY-150

1. CALL TO ORDER 
2:04 p.m.
2. AGENDA APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

3.1 Academic Senate Minutes of April 12, 2012: Approved unanimously
4. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES AND COUNCILS

4.1 Executive Committee
4.1.1 Announcements
· Chari Vollendorf welcomed incoming CLA Dean David Wallace. 

· CSU Faculty Trustee Bernadette Cheyne will attend an Open Forum held on Monday, April 30, 2012 from 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the Library, 5th floor.
4.1.2 Elections procedures
Chair Vollendorf announced that the last Academic Senate meeting of the year is May 10. Newly elected Academic Senate members will be introduced during the first 30 minutes. All Academic Senators will vote for a Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary and four at-large Executive Committee members. As per the new rules and regulations of the Senate, those interested in running for Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary must submit a statement of interest to the Academic Senate office by 9:00 am on May 3, 2012. If no statements are turned in ahead of time, nominations may be taken from the floor. If a person submits statement of interest for the Chair position and does not get elected, that person may run for another office. For all the at large members, nominations will be taken from the floor. 
Chair Vollendorf proceeded to explain the nomination procedures for the May 10th Academic Senate meeting.  

4.1.3 Report on Funding the Future of the CSU Conference (April 2-3, 2012)
Chair Vollendorf and Senator O’Connor attended CSU Northridge “Funding for the Future”. The conference offered an opportunity to explore solutions to the ongoing funding crisis in public higher education in California. Chair Vollendorf discussed the various things they learned and the ideas offered in the conference. Resources may be found in the following link: http://www.csun.edu/csufuture

 HYPERLINK "http://www.csun.edu/csufuture/" /
4.2 Nominating Committee: Report from the Chair: NONE
4.3 Councils

4.3.1 Status of Policies before the Senate: Consent Calendar: None.
5. REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
6. SPECIAL ORDERS
6.1 Report from the President (TIME CERTAIN: 2:15-2:30 p.m.)
President Alexander made the following announcements: 

· The Hunger Strike by students in the CSU. 
· Dates for the Senate to remember: 
· May 10th is the May Revise. We are about 2 billion below projected revenues which means we have a 10 billion dollar hole in our budget. 
· June 17th the legislature is scheduled to pass the state budget.
· The WASC Accreditation for the Student Health Center passed. Accreditation costs for the University are approximately 1.2 million. Senator Hood attended a WASC conference and briefly discussed potential future changes they are planning to enforce.
· The ASI student body worked on the resolution to keep student loan rates low. The current rate is 3.4%. It will increase to 6.8% when the bill expires. This resolution represents the entire CSU. 

· CSU Online will be offered beginning January 2013 to make education accessible to more students. 
· The functionality and problems of State University Grants (SUG) were discussed. President Alexander feels SUG should be funded by the state. A discussion ensued with the President and various senators clarifying the SUG.
· The faculty trustee will be on our campus on Monday, April 30 and will be available to answer questions.
· There are several trustee positions open. 

6.2 Report from the CFA (TIME CERTAIN: 2:30-2:45 p.m.)
CFA representative Teri Yamada expressed support for the Chancellor’s Office approach toward assessment restructuring. She then made the following announcements:
· Dr. Yamada made a site visit for the Bureau of Private Post-Secondary Education. She and other administrators were asked to visit a publicly funded institution and evaluate its practices for the first time in years. Their findings were not pleasant. At least 1,000 schools need to be assessed. The Bureau of Private Post-Secondary Education found various online institutions providing poor education for students. 

· The National Campaign for the Future of Higher Education and the CFA held a meeting in Michigan with members nation-wide to exchange ideas. A report is available with the current findings when evaluating community Colleges. 

· Locally the CFA has been supporting the governor’s initiative. The strike authorization vote will end on April 27th, 11:59pm. A press conference will take place on May 2 at 12 p.m. in the Pyramid Annex to announce the results of the strike authorization vote. 
· The CFA is involved with the local state legislature involving a bill called “Democratizing the Board of Trustees”. They want more faculty representatives as well as one additional student on the board. 
· Information regarding a bill on Extended Education was addressed to Dr. Yamada. The CFA will be altering the bill to help assure fairness among students and their quality of education.  

· In regards to Cal State Online, Dr. Yamada and the CFA lawyer were invited to the Chancellor’s office to meet with the Margaret Merryfield, Billy Candella and the Director of Cal State Online Ruth Black to discuss CSU Online. Dr. Yamada expressed that the CFA is not opposed to CSU Online however, she made sure to point out that online education is not the same as the traditional education especially with programs such as Nursing. 
Dr. Yamada answered several questions to clarify confusion in regards to the topic on Extended Education with CSU Online. 
6.3 Report on Student Evaluations of Faculty, Carl Fisher, Chair, FPPC (TIME CERTAIN: 3:20 p.m.)
Senator Fisher presented a PowerPoint on the new student evaluation policy and its implementation as a means of sharing information and gathering feedback. 

7. OLD BUSINESS 
7.1 School of Art Proposal (AS875/CEPC)—SECOND READING 

Vote for the proposal:

Yes: 45

No: 6

The proposal passed. 

8. NEW BUSINESS 
8.1 Discontinuance of the Minor in Business Economics (AS-871-11/CEPC/URC)—FIRST READING

Senator Martin announced that this discontinuance was brought forth to eliminate a redundant program as it is similar to the one in the College of Business. The motion to discontinue was not controversial. Senator Fradella moved to waive first reading; the motion was seconded and no objections made. 
A vote on the discontinuance was taken: 

Yes: 47

No: 1

This Discontinuance passed.
8.2 Academic Senate Meeting Schedule 2012-13 (AS871-12/EC)—FIRST READING
Motion to waive the first reading passed. This calendar was moved with unanimous approval.

8.3 PARC Charge (AS880-12/PARC) —FIRST READING

Senator Freesemann indicated the changes made. They updated the language in the charge and the membership section was modified in line 3.4 to include Assistant Vice President for Institutional Research & Assessment. 

9. ADJOURNMENT: 
Before adjournment, Senator Kearney asked about the assigned time situation. Provost Para will be asked to address the situation at the next meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:02 p.m. 


