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 ACADEMIC SENATE 

MINUTES 

MEETING 3
October 4, 2012, 2:00-4:00 p.m.

Towner Auditorium - PSY 150

1. CALL TO ORDER
2:05pm
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Approved.
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

3.1 Academic Senate Minutes of September 20, 2012 
Senator Jaffe made three amendments to the minutes in 8.4, 8.5 and 8.6. All three amendments were approved unanimously by the Academic Senate. 
4. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES AND COUNCILS

4.1 Executive Committee
4.1.1 Announcements 
1. A new chancellor was appointed, Timothy P. White 
2. Homecoming on Saturday, November 12, 2012. Two free basketball game tickets are available to CSULB staff. Please contact the athletic department for further information.
3. The Ukleja Center focuses on ethics research and awards. They also offer ethics units in their current courses. You may find further information the Ukleja Center website. 

4. The Academic Senate Retreat “save the date” announcement was made earlier this week. Please invite recommended students. 

5. The Executive Committee submitted a slate of nominees for the Provost’s review committee. The Chair discussed the selection process and asked for nominations from the floor.  Senator Schürer asked if the Executive Committee had vetted and selected the slate of members for the Provost Evaluation Committee according to a particular policy or according to tradition. Chair O’Connor responded that in his recollection it was tradition that the Executive Committee vetted and selected members of such committees. 
The nominees are: James Ary, Carolyn Bremer, David Hood, Eileen Pasztor, Dan O’Connor. 
This slate was approved unanimously by the Academic Senate.
4.2 Nominating Committee: Report from the Chair: NONE
4.3 Councils

4.3.1 Status of Policies before the Senate: Consent Calendar: None
5. REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES: None
6. SPECIAL ORDERS
6.1 Report of the President (TIME CERTAIN: 2:10-2:15 p.m.)
· Provost Para spoke on behalf of President Alexander. The President went to China for nine days to meet with the Ministry of Education and seven colleges and universities in four different locations throughout China. The objective was to solidify CSULB’s relationships with many of our university partners and the Ministry of Education.
· Provost Para also announced that we have a new Chancellor, Timothy P. White. He was the chancellor at UC Riverside and will begin his duties by early December 2012. 

6.2 CFA Report (TIME CERTAIN: 2:15-2:20 p.m.)
CFA President Yamada indicated that she attended a strategy meeting in Sacramento on Friday. CFA was informed that about $40-60 million is provided from outside of the state to campaigns that support Proposition 32.  Unions are therefore taking action by developing a “ground game” to educate students and reaching out to the community. So far, 1,400 students have registered to vote. Wearing buttons promoting Proposition 30 and No on Proposition 32 is an effective way to educate others.  
Oct. 15: “Ground game” actions begin this day. 

Oct. 18: A rally held by students is taking place that will include flash mobs, phone banking, guest speaker, media, etc.
Oct. 22: is the last date to register to vote. All registration can be made online. 

6.3 ASCSU Report (TIME CERTAIN: 2:20-2:30p.m.)
Senator Soni gave a report from the statewide senate. He gave a brief overview of the ASCSU, the membership, what takes place in the meetings, the four standing committees, and a bit of its history. Senator Soni also indicated items discussed during the September 2012 period such as reports, BOT budget reduction strategies if Proposition 30 fails, and Resolutions.   

7. OLD BUSINESS: 
7.1 Election: Academic Senate Secretary (TIME CERTAIN: 2:30)
Senator Caron was the only candidate. 
The vote was:  

Yes: 45
No: 7
Senator Caron was elected to serve as the secretary of the Academic Senate.  

7.2 Policy: Graduation Writing Assessment Requirement (GWAR) (AS-883-11/CEPC) – SECOND READING (TIME CERTAIN: 2:35 p.m.)
No amendments were made. 

Professor Abbuhl briefly described the purpose of this policy.
In Section 2.2, Director Platt clarified that an alternate assessment is given by the GWAR committee. This assessment is like the GRE or GMAT. This test is given on a on a case by case basis.  A discussion followed to clarify the contents on this section. 
Section 2.4 required some clarifications suggested by Senator Masunaga on line 58. Professor Abbuhl indicated that the criteria used to determine lower or mid-range pathways has not been determined as the test is still under development. Additionally, the GWAR program advisor decides on the range pathway that is best suited for the student depending on test results. 
Senator Stewart suggested an amendment in line 58 to add: “with their graduate advisor”.
 This amendment was approved. 
Senator Jaffe suggested for a clarification in #2 (line 54) to indicate a specification as to what is considered an English speaking environment. Senator Miles suggested the amendment “as per the list maintained by the Center for International Education”.
Senator Schürer recommended to not making any changes until CIE Director, Jensen was present. A GWAR representative stated that this is the line that Director, Jensen wanted. Senator Schürer suggested rejecting the amendment. 

Vote for the amendment took place: 

Approve: 23

Oppose: 30

The amendment did not pass. 

Senator Finney proposed amendment to section 2.4 part 2 (line 55) to indicate “… non-US institution of higher education in which English is language of instruction.” Director Richmond indicated why the original wording in the sentence was in place. 
A vote ensued: 

Approve: 23


Oppose: 28

The motion did not pass. 
Senator Fradella suggested 2.4 part 2 be removed to avoid confusion. Professor Abbuhl explained why this line was included originally. 
Senator Kearney suggested leaving the line as is and not delete.
A vote to remove the line took place:

Approve: 20

Oppose: 29

The amendment did not pass. 

2.5 Section: AVP Mahoney clarified that GWAR advisors are two assigned lecturers from the English department located in UCUA (University Center for Undergraduate Advising) who are qualified and are making decisions that are non-instructionally related. 

In item 2.6 per Senator Colburn’s request, Professor Abbuhl clarified the contents of the test and that it is more complicated than simple basic English skills. And those that are more aligned to this University.
 Senator Schürer proposed the amendment in Section 3.2.1: to replace “his or her score on the GPE” with “his or her self-placement or score on the GPE.” A discussion followed regarding this amendment. 
7.3 Resolution: Re: New Curricular Process Guidelines (AS-891-12/EC)—SECOND READING (TIME CERTAIN: 3:30 p.m.)
Senator Schürer spoke on behalf of the resolution. He indicated out three points: 1. This does not affect time to graduation. 2. It will improve the value of the degree. 3. This is in violation of faculty policy and therefore the resolution should pass. 

Provost Para indicated that it is the University’s responsibility to control structure due to CSU budget cuts and therefore adjustments are necessary. It is their obligation to control structure, time of graduation, unit reduction, etc. The goal is to balance major proficiency and general education skills without damaging accreditation licensure. He then reiterated that this proposal is a guideline that must be considered seriously by faculty. Chair O’Connor asked if there was room to “soften” the language in the original memo on Course Curriculum. Provost Para reiterated that the memo offers guidelines. A guideline is not an absolute but should be given serious consideration.   
Vote on the resolution:

Approve: 31

Oppose: 22

The resolution passed. 

7.4 Resolution:  Re: Due Diligence in Suspensions of Graduate Admissions and Revisions of the Discontinuance Policy (AS-890-12/EC) –SECOND READING (TIME CERTAIN: 3:45 p.m.)
Senator Stewart spoke on behalf of this resolution indicating that it is a simple resolution to suggest that CEPC develop further policy when suspending a program. Discussion ensued regarding the clarification of this resolution. 
A vote ensued:

Approved: 38

Opposed: 9

The resolution passed. 

7.5 Policy: Rights and Privileges of Emeritus Faculty (AS-879-11/FPPC) – SECOND READING 
This policy was not discussed. 

8. NEW BUSINESS
9. ADJOURNMENT

